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Friday 19™" September 2025

Dear Summerswood Families,

Rabbi Greg’s Visit

This week, Summerswood was delighted to welcome Rabbi Greg
Bank from Borehamwood Synagogue. He spoke enthusiastically to
the students about the meaning of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
explaining how this special time encourages Jewish people to reflect
on their actions over the past year and strive to grow and improve

in the year ahead. The students truly enjoyed hearing his thoughtful
stories, which helped them appreciate the significance of these important occasions and learn
about the meaningful traditions involved in their celebration.

Morning Drop offs

Please accompany your children through the school gates and on to the

playground in the mornings. Please also ensure that you stay with your

children until they have lined up and their teachers have come to meet

them. Thank you for your support in making the mornings run smoothly
N and calmly.

Attendance—Week ending 12t September 2025

Reception Reception 1 Anning 1 Donaldson 2 Johnson 2 Attenborough 3 Wicks

Rosen Peter Pan

94.2% 90% 93.7% 91.5% 96.5% 96.5% 95.8%

3 Rashford 4 Thunberg 5 Boseman 5 Southgate 6 Obama 6Malala

97.1% 96.4% 96.4% 96.3% 1% 92.4% 95.6%

We had much more consistent figures this week. We are excited to see who will be the first class to
achieve 100% attendance!



A few attendance related reminders:

e Please see the poster below which shows when you should keep your child off of school

e Remember that if your child has sickness or diarrhoea, then as per NHS guidelines, they must
stay off of school for 48 hours after the last episode

e  You can call the office, leave a voicemail or email: attendance@summerswood.herts.sch.uk to
advise when your child is going to be absent. Please give clear information, including your
child’s name, class and symptoms. If they have visited a Doctor then please forward evidence
of this.

e Your child is legally required to attend school, when they are enrolled,
unless too unwell to do so- or if there are exceptional circumstances
that prevent attendance. Failure to attend regularly, and with no
valid reason can result in the Local Authority issuing Fixed Penalty

Notices. Please see further information on this below.

e Please make sure that your child arrives to school on time. Lateness
can cause children to feel anxious about entering their classroom- and
also disturb the children who have already settled and engaged in
their learning.

If you have any questions or concerns about attendance then you can send these to :
attendance@summerswood.herts.sch.uk

Parking

Unfortunately, we need to remind parents once again to park legally and safely when dropping off and
collecting children. We have had complaints from our neighbours on Arundel drive this week, whose
driveways were blocked. We have also had reports of parents being verbally abusive to neighbours
over parking. We have advised residents to call the police whenever necessary.

Please do not park on site if you do not have a badge issued by the school office.

Parental Engagement- Coffee Sessions

Mrs Brown our Parental Engagement Lead will be hosting two meets with parents and carers
next week at Costa Coffee, in the Boulevard in Borehamwood- we will cover the cost of your
coffee She is looking to build a body of volunteers to support at upcoming school
events. Perhaps you can offer 15 minutes to help set up or pack away after the school
discos. Maybe you could support during an event, or you have some great fundraising
ideas. The more support we have, the more events we can put on to improve the life
experiences of our children. We are also looking to build our school PTA. If you are interested
in helping out then please make time to come to one of the following dates:

Monday 22 September 2-3pm


mailto:attendance@summerswood.herts.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@summerswood.herts.sch.uk

Friday 26™ September 10.30-11.30am

Alternatively, if you cannot make either of these dates but would like to volunteer and know
more you can email Mrs Brown: admin@summerswood.herts.sch.uk

Lunch Leader Vacancy

We currently have a vacancy for a Lunch Leader. If you are interested in
working with a friendly team of colleagues and a positive working
atmosphere, you can find details and apply for the position here: Teaching
& Education Jobs Search | Find Teaching, Leadership & School Support
Vacancies

Kind Regards

Sarah Kneller

Headteacher

Dates 1o Remember

Date
Monday 22" September 2025

Parent and Carer’s meet and Greet- Costa
Coffee- Boulevard- Borechamwood 2-3pm
Parent and Carer’s meet and Greet- Costa
Coffee- Boulevard- Borehamwood 10.30-
11.30am
Year 5 Cake Sale
Year 6 Theatre Trip
Harvest Week
Year 2 RAF Museum Trip

Friday 26 September 2025

Thursday 9th October 2025
Thursday 9th October 2025
Monday 20™ to Friday 24™ October 2025
Tuesday 21*° October 2025

Disco- Scaries and Fairies Wed 22nd
October- time TBC
Harvest Hamper Judging
School finishes at normal times for Half
Term

Friday 24* October 2025
Friday 24™ October 2025

Monday 27* October — Friday 31
October (inclusive)
Monday 3rd November 2025
Friday 28* November 2025

Half Term

Start of Autumn Term 2
INSET DAY - No pupils in school

|
|
|
Wednesday 22" October 2025
|
|
|



mailto:admin@summerswood.herts.sch.uk
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/117182/EDV-2025-SPS-20541
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/117182/EDV-2025-SPS-20541
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/117182/EDV-2025-SPS-20541

Monday 1** December 2025 Occasional Day- No pupils in school
Friday 19" December 2025 Last day of Term - School finishes at
1.30pm
Monday 22" December -Friday 2™ Half Term
January (inclusive)
Monday 5th January 2026 INSET DAY - No pupils in school
Tuesday 6th January 2026 Start of Spring Term 1
Thursday 12t February 2026 Disco- Friendship- time TBC
Friday 13th February 2026 School finishes at normal times for Half
Term

Monday 16th February — Friday 20th
February (inclusive) Half Term
Monday 23rd February 2026 Start of Spring Term 2
Thursday 26th March 2026 Last day of Term for Nursery
Last day of Term - School finishes at
1.30pm
Monday 30" March-Friday 10" April Half Term
(Incusive)
Monday 13th April 2026 INSET DAY - No pupils in School
Tuesday 14th April 2026 Start of Summer Term 1
Monday 4th May 2026 BANK HOLIDAY
Friday 22nd May 2026 School finishes at normal times for Half
Term
Monday 25th May - Friday 29th May Half Term
(inclusive)
Monday 1st June 2026 Start of Summer Term 2
Thursday 4™ June 2026 Disco- Summer Ball- time TBC
Friday 26th June 2026 INSET DAY - No pupils in school
Wednesday 22nd July 2026 Last day of Term for Nursery
Thursday 23rd July 2026 Last day of Term - School finishes at
1.30pm

Friday 27th March 2026

Please find a link to the Raring2go! Watford Autumn magazine to share with your
parents and families. It’s packed full of information to keep the kids entertained over
the next two months, including the best local Halloween and Bonfire Night events, as
well as clubs, camps and activities for over the October half-term.

https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/watford/autumn2025/



https://magazines.raring2go.co.uk/watford/autumn2025/

‘22 Do | need to keep my
child off school?

o

Pubhc Health
P Agency




Statutory Attendance
Support Team
Penalty Notice Fines - sept 2024

Hertfordshire

Helping Parents understand Penalty Notice Fines for School Attendance
From 19 August 2004, there is a Mational Framework for Penalty Motics Fines being imued for urauthonsed absences

reowded by schooks.
Hational Threshald
tl-irqle- conssient nafional fhreshold for when a Perally Notioe musi be oonsiderad by ALL schools in England, this

& 10sessions (ususlly equivalent o 5 school days] of unauthored ahsanne within & rling 10 schonl week
period.

&  These sessions do notl hawe fo be consecufive and can be made up of & combination of any kype of
unasthorised absence.

«  For ymple, & 5-day unathonised leave of absance would meei the nafmal threshold,

& The 10-school week period can span difierent lerms o school pears

b may be fined?

¢ Peroaky Nofoe Fines are Exved fo sach parent who allows. their child io be absent without suthorssbion from
school.

»  For mgymple, 3 sihlings absem for unauthonised leave during fem-time would result in each pareniicares
g 3 separale fines

Difindticn of Farent

« Sachon 576 of the Educaton Acl 1096 siafes ol in relafion o a child o woung person, & ‘parent’ includes any
person wha i noba parent Hrom which can be nfemed “balogcsl parent’) buf who has parental responsbiiey
for or cam of the child

«  [Parent refers io a person who typically has cam of a child or ywoung penson if the child fves with them either ful
or par fime and they look afier them, imespeciive of wial fher bologisal or begal relafionship = with the childl

First Orifemoe

The: first time: & Penalty Nolios i issued for unauthorised absence, the fine amoum will be

# P30 per parent, per chid if pad within 21 days.

&  F not paid within 21 days, the fine wil ncease to E160 per parent, per child, payabie between e 2209 and
J8® day.

Eecond Offence (within 3 years)

The: second ime 4 Penally Nofios is issued for urauthonged sbsrnce. o redfucesd rade is nol avaiable. The amount
fhereione will be:

# F160 per pasent, per child = payable within 28 deys.

Third Offemce and Any Further Otfences fwithin 3 years)
The thisd ime 2n offenos & commitied, 2 Penaky Mofoe WILL HOT be isssed. and the case will be presenied straighi

|o the Magistrate's Court:
¢ Prosecution c2n resull in criminal records and fines of up o £2,500.

s  Cases found guilty in & Magistrates Courf can show on fhe parenf s future DEE |Dciosume and Baming
Senice) certficate ([Dischomure snd Bamng Service) cue b 2 fpiurslosafcoarda childscducaticy, |
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SUMMERSWOOD
PRIMARY SCHOOL

FURZEHILL RD, BOREHAMWOOD,
WD6 2DW

cepmon: R £

HALF DAYS ONLY 8:45AM-12:30PM OR 1=
12.30 -3.30PM

g CAMP DATES:
EARLY DROP S L2e ¢
Q;ﬁ MON 27™ - FRI 315TOCT
e
PICK-UP - £7

YEAR 1-6:

Get In Touch:
Visit www.superstarsport.co.uk
Call: 07719 056 542
| Email: operations(@superstarsportnwl.com
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NHS |

Hertfordshire Community
HHS Trust

Children’s Wellbeing Practitioner Workshops
October — December 2025

Workshops are open to all young people & parents/carers of children and young people who attend a school
or are registered with a GP in Hertfordshire. A referral is not needed to access a workshop.

All workshops are currently being delivered online via Microsoft Teams. For more
information about what each workshop covers and to book a place onto a workshop, visit
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/hct-childrens-wellbeing-practitioners-33494371 787

Workshop Date & Time

Emotional Wellbeing (For Young People 11-16) Tuesday 18" November 6-8pm
A workshop focused on adolescents managing their emotional

wellbeing and things parents/carers can do to help.

Adolescent Self-Esteem and Resilience Thursday 27" November 6-8pm
A workshop focused on adolescents improving their self-
esteem and resilience and what parents/carers can do to help.

Supporting your Child's Self-Esteem and Resilience Monday 27" October 6-8pm
A workshop focused on parents/carers supporting their child Tuesday 16" December 10am-12pm
to improve their self-esteem and resilience.

Supporting with Sleep Difficulties Wednesday 15" October 6-8pm

This workshop focuses on supporting children and adolescents Tuesday 2™ December 6-8pm
with managing their sleep difficulties and things parents/carers
can do to help.

Developing your Child's Emotional Literacy Tuesday 21% October 10am-12pm
A workshop focused on parents supporting their child with Thursday 6™ November 6-8pm
developing emotional literacy. Wednesday 10" December 10am-12pm
General Emotional Wellbeing and Regulation Tips for Wednesday 8™ October 6-8pm
Parents/Carers Tuesday 11" November 10am-12pm
A workshop focused on parents supporting their child’s Thursday 18" December 6-8pm
general emotional wellbeing and ability to emotionally
regulate.

To access the recorded Emotionally Based School Avoidance Webinar please visit:
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/service-details/service/childrens-wellbeing-practitioners-21/

NHS |

Hertfordshire Community
NHE Trust
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Co-parenting with Care programme for parents
with children with SEN.

This 6-week online programme offers a structured approach to help you
navigate your unique challenges, improve your relationship, and create a
more supportive environment for your SEN child/ren . Ef

The programme covers themes
including:

Understanding SEN and its impact on ;
children and family dynamics Datec Wednesday 15, 22 October and

e Effective Communication Skills 3,12,19.& 26 November
s Managing Emotions & Stress Time: 930am to Ti30am
¢ Collaborative Problem Solving
o Building a Supportive Network Date: Thursday 16 23 October and 6
e Creating a Unified Parenting Approach 13, 20 & 27 November
Time: 7.00pm to 9.00pm

For more information or to make a referral, scan the QR code, email
services@familylives.org.uk or call 0204 522 8700 or 0204 522 8699

We build better family lives together

www.familylives.org.uk #
o @FamilyLivesHertsandBeds Hertfordshirs
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SEND Parent Infermation & Support Network

In partmership with the DSFLE we of fer several support services for parents of children
with SEMD, We run o Parent Support Metwork in Potters Bar once o month ond an anline
SEMD surgery every half term

The Parent EHJFIFI{II""t NE-"I'WDF'-{ % a g;%iﬂm:iun running at Elm Court, Weare a
suppartive group of parents and professionals who all wont the best for our childremn W
offer o supportive erironment where people con shore o wealth of tried ond tested ideas to
support you and your family. ¥ou are welcome to ottend each month or as your diory allows
Ench sefgon rurs from 9 1S5am until 1045,

The dates far the Auturs term
Fridoy 15" September 2025
Friday 17" October 2025
Fricay 21°" Mowember 2025
Fridoy 12" December 2025

Every half term we run an online appointment S5EMD EIJI'QE:F'}" which i5 open to families
with children that attend o Hertsmere school. These run throughout the doy, which is split
into free bookoble 30 mimyde slots where you can digcuss your ghilgs, SEMD needs.  An
Eventbrite link will be shored wia oo moiling list o week before each surgery, The dofes
of the SEMD surgeries for this acodemic year are

Thursday 5™ October 2025
Tuesday 25" Movember 2025
Thursday 22 Joruary 2026

Thursday 5™ March 2026
Tuesday 8™ April 2026
Thursday 1™ June 2026



SEND Parent Informabon & Support Network
fira you the parent | carer of a ohild § young pesreon with SEND?

Coma along to our monthly parent |/ oarer support groups: in Potters Bar and
Borehamwood. We are a supportive group of parents and professionals who
all want the bast for our children. We offar a supportive snvironmeant whears
psople can share a waalth of tried and tssted ideas to support you and your
family.

Tha next maeting in Pollars Bar will ba

Fnday 19* Sepltember 2025
EHm Couwrt, 363 Mutton Lane, Potters Bar, ENG 3BFP

93.15-10.45am
Please join us for coffee and a chat!

The= 15 our irzst meeting thez academic year and |
look forward=s to seemng you.

Mo need to book in advanoe - feel free to just turn up on the day.
Refrechments will ba provided.
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For Parents of teenagers only starting 15/10/25 @11.30am

Want to get some new ideas to help
you be the best parent you can be?

Enhance your relationship with your children?

Learning at a time that suits you?

that works for you.,

« Expeort help from a real
Person each woek.

« Choose acourse tha
Suls your Ol d's age.

it sfsc oafc-\t

, What toexpect.. — Topics covered. / Group discussion... '\
« Information on Hoaltty refaticnships, 1. Speaktoa course
strategjes and chald g Qxpert and get answars
Understanding and R
development. aging behaviour. ::::;r; qxf:m.ym
v B SO DG P Enhancing children’s % Ial;\ about the
£ 3 ut how
;\ao;:s.;\:::'. and wif-estoom strategies a poing at
Emotons and empativy, home and how to adjust
+ Videos, quizaes and fun \
;w_ m:u " What to expect for the them for you.
TR age of youw chibd 1 Address othes
« Dosessionsat atime Being part of a ¢ nity difficulties relating to

parenting

Hear from othors 2bout
what works for them

7

racch. und.org.uk
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For Urdu speakers only starting 7/10/25 @ 1 pm

Want to get some new ideas to help
you be the best parent you can be?

Enhance your relationship with your children?

Learning at a time that suits you?
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Stronger Relationships “

For parents and other adult carers living together 0.
apart For Arabic speakers only. Group starting

26™ Se
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Stronger Relationships

For parents and other adult carers living together ... J—_
or apart For Mothers/Female Careglvers only.
Group starting 21 October at 10:00am
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Stronger Relationships

For parents and other adult carers living S, - 5., SO
together or apart For Father/Male Caregivers
only. Group starting 30 October at 1:00pm
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Stronger Relationships

For parents and other adult carers living together  sie uan
or apart For parents of neurodivergent children
only. Group starting 5 November at 1:00pm
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WHAT?

Les Mills Grit and Stages Cycle class are FREE to non-members, spin bike challenge, table
tennis rally, tanita scales and healthy snacks and drinks plus lots more...

WHERE? WHEN?
The Venue Leisure Centre Wednesday 24" Sept
N

DA
©




Membership includes Gym, Swim, Classes & Sauna+Steam’

| POP INTO THE CENTRE
The Venue OR JOIN ONLINE!

Elstree Way, Borehamwood, WD6 1Y
t: 020 8386 9886

»
gardd




