
 

 

 

Friday 20th December 2024 

Dear Families, 

End of Term 

It has been a lovely final week of term with delicious Christmas meals and sing-a-longs from Nursery, Reception and the Key 
Stage 2 children during their Carol’s by Twilight. Thank you for your positive response to these activities. Thanks to our staff 
team for putting these events together and to our kitchen team for cooking so many festive meals.  

Following the information I shared in last week’s newsletter regarding the tragic deaths of two students, I wanted to share a 
statement from the director of public health in Hertfordshire: 

I am extremely sorry to hear about the very sad deaths of two children in your school. I recognise that these events 
must be having a profound impact on the whole school community. It is normal in circumstances like these to feel 
worried and concerned and to ask whether anything could have been done to prevent this from happening. 
Although it is unusual to have two children dying in one school in a short space of time, it is not unprecedented. I 
understand that the children had different types of cancer. I’d like to reassure parents that there is nothing to 
suggest that these cancers are connected and there isn’t anything in the school environment linked to these deaths. 
Sarah Perman, Director of Public Health, Hertfordshire County Council   
 

As the holidays commence, please remember that it is important to take care of yourselves and your children. If your child is 
struggling with the difficult news remember you can look at the Child Bereavement website here: 
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people. Cruse Bereavement Support also have a telephone 
number for any support or discussions over the winter break this is 0808 808 1677.   

Attendance 
 
Attendance Week ending 13th December 

RPeterPan RRosen 1Anning 1Donaldson 2Attenborough 2Johnson 3Rashford 

96.5% 90.7% 94.9% 98.8% 98% 98.5% 96% 

 

3Wicks 4Queen 4Thunberg 5Boseman 5Southgate 6Malala 6Obama 

96% 93.9% 94.8% 93% 95.1% 97.3% 97.3% 

 
Sadly, none of the classes won our muffin madness challenge this term as only a handful of classes achieved 1 x 
100% week each! We are hoping for a more positive start to Spring Term, where we see a big increase in overall 
attendance levels. We look forward to seeing your children on 7th January, refreshed after a nice Winter break- 
on time and ready to learn. 

 
Parental Behaviour Expectations 
 
As we work together to support your children in achieving their best, I 
want to take a moment to emphasise the importance of positive and 
respectful communication between families and our staff. We are all here 
with the shared goal of helping the children thrive. We ask all parents and 
guardians to communicate courteously, both verbally and in writing, with 
staff members. Maintaining respect and understanding ensures that we can 
focus our energy on the children and their development. Please be aware 
that parents who are unable to meet these expectations may face sanctions, such as: 

https://www.childbereavementuk.org/supporting-bereaved-children-and-young-people


 Collecting children from an alternative space. 
 Being banned from entering the school site. 
 Receiving restricted responses to emails. 

We appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this matter.  

PE days from January 2025 

Year 1 - Tuesday (same as Autumn Term) 
Year 2 - Tuesday (same as Autumn Term) 
Year 3W - Monday (same as Autumn Term) 
Year 3R - Thursday (changed) 
Year 4 - Friday (changed) 
Year 5 - Wednesday (changed) 
Year 6 - Friday (same as Autumn Term) 
Year 4 swimming will commence on the first week back. They will be swimming on Weds 
8th January.  

 

World Mental Health Day 

For world mental health day we asked children, staff and parents how you make time for yourselves. 
This week’s great idea is a lovely simple one: 

“Have a bath!” 

 

Farewell! 

This week we say ‘Farewell’ to Mrs Sherlock one of our Reception Class Teachers as she begins her 
maternity leave. We can’t wait to share her good news with you all in the coming months. We wish 
Mrs Sherlock all the best on this exciting adventure. 
 
 
 
On behalf of the Summerswood team I’d like to wish everyone a positive break – Happy Christmas, Happy Chanukah, 
Happy New Year – whatever you celebrate or however you spend your break – enjoy yourselves. 
 
Kind regards, 

 

Sarah Kneller  
Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Date Event 
Friday 20th December 2024 Packed Lunch day for all children 
Friday 20th December 2024 Last day of Term - School finishes at 1.30pm 

  
Monday 6th January 2025   INSET DAY- No pupils in School 
Tuesday 7th January 2025 Start of Spring Term 1 

Friday 14th February 2025 School finishes at Normal times for Half Term 
Monday 17th February-Friday 21st February Half Term 

Monday 24th February 2025 Start of Spring Term 2 

Tuesday 1st April 2025 Class and Year 6 individual photographs for Autograph books 
Wednesday 2nd April 2025 Last Day of Term for Nursery 

Thursday 3rd April 2025 Last Day of Term- School finishes at 1.30pm 
Friday 4th April 2025 INSET DAY- No pupils in School 

  
Tuesday 22nd April 2025 Start of Summer Term 1 
Monday 5th May 2025 BANK HOLIDAY 
Friday 23rd May 2025 School finishes at normal times for Half Term 

Monday 26th May- Friday 30th May Half Term 

Monday 2nd June 2025 INSET DAY- No pupils in school 
Tuesday 22nd July Last day of Term for Nursery 

Wednesday 23rd July 2024 Last Day of Term- School finishes at 1.30pm 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

The NHS-funded service enables children and adults to get convenient access to advice and treatment where appropriate for seven common conditions, 

without the potential delay of having to wait for a GP appointment. Accessing the service may mean that children feel better and get back to school as 

quickly as possible, as well as supporting parents/carers to also get better if they are unwell with one of the conditions covered under the service. There 

is no need to make an appointment; parents or carers can pop into their local Boots pharmacy with their child and ask for help under the service. 

The service supports with the following conditions for people in the age groups specified below:  

 Earache (aged 1 to 17 years)  

 Impetigo (aged 1 year and over)  

 Infected insect bites and stings (aged 1 year and over)  

 Sore throats (aged 5 years and over)  

 Sinusitis (aged 12 years and over)  

 Uncomplicated urinary tract infections (UTIs) in women (aged 16 to 64 years)  

 Shingles (aged 18 years and over)  

The person will see a pharmacist in a private consultation room. The pharmacist will provide advice and, if clinically appropriate, offer to supply 

treatment for the condition*. If treatment is provided, an electronic message will be sent to the person’s GP surgery so their health record can be 

updated.  

Should the pharmacist be unable to help, they will direct the person to their GP surgery or other healthcare professional, as appropriate.  

With the ever-increasing pressures on the NHS, particularly during these busy winter months, it is important to us, as a community pharmacy, that we 

do all we can to provide support. 

Therefore, we would really like your help in driving awareness of this fantastic service to your parents and carers and to encourage them to think 

Pharmacy First. 

To support you with this, we have created the below paragraph you could use in your regular communications, to highlight the service to parents and 

carers: 

NHS Pharmacy First Service 

Did you know that the NHS Pharmacy First Service enables children and adults to get convenient access to healthcare advice and treatment where 

appropriate, for seven common conditions without the potential delay of having to wait for a GP appointment? Accessing the service may mean that 

we can help children feel better and get back to school as quickly as possible, as well as supporting parents/carers to also get better if they are unwell 

with one of the conditions covered under the service.  

There is no need to make an appointment; parents or carers can pop into their local Boots pharmacy with their child and ask for help under the service. 

Support for the following conditions can be accessed under the service, free of charge (unless NHS prescription charges apply): 

Common condition Patient eligibility 

Earache  1 to 17 years 
Impetigo  1 year and over 
Infected insect bites and stings  1 year and over  
Sore throats  5 years and over  
Sinusitis  12 years and over  
Uncomplicated urinary tract  Women 16 to 64 years  
Shingles 18 years and over 

  

A summary of the service is available as an animation and more information can also be found at nhs.uk/thinkpharmacyfirst          as well as at 

https://www.boots.com/healthhub/a-z-services/pharmacy-first.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ec-43uOnzPY
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/pharmacies/how-pharmacies-can-help/
https://www.boots.com/healthhub/a-z-services/pharmacy-first


Community Pharmacy England, who represent community pharmacy owners in England, have created a suite of resources for use by schools; you can 
use any that would suit your methods of communication with parents/carers to raise awareness of this important service. Resources include: 

 Downloadable posters which can be displayed in reception/waiting areas or staff rooms. 
 Downloadable flyers which could be included in school bags or left in reception/waiting area. 
 Digital screen options which could be played if you have a digital screen in your reception/waiting area. 

 Template news stories that could be included on your school website or in newsletters; and 
 Template letter to email out to parents/carers highlighting the Pharmacy First service.  

All these resources are available at cpe.org.uk/infopharmacyservices  
 

 

file:///C:/Users/dawn.bennett/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/7JPU5VLD/cpe.org.uk/infopharmacyservices

