
 

 
Friday 9th February 2024 

Dear Families,  

Children’s Mental Health Week 

I must start this week’s newsletter with thanks to George (60), Aurora (5B) and Oliver (3W) for their help in 

Monday’s assembly. They helped me read a brilliant book called ‘Voices in the Park’. It is a story told from 

four different perspectives. We spoke together as a school about the importance of listening to other 

people’s points of view as they are different to our own. 

Across the week children have read a variety of books and completed activities about looking after our 

own well-being. Please speak to your children about what they’ve learnt this week during Children’s 

Mental Health Week. 

Attendance – for week ending 2nd February 

RPeterPan RRosen 1Anning 1Donaldson 2Attenborough 2Johnson 3Rashford 

84.8% 89.2% 98.2% 97.5% 97.9% 99% 98.6% 

 

3Wicks 4Queen 4Thunberg 5Boseman 5Southgate 6Malala 6Obama 

93.2% 97.2% 86.8% 95% 95.7% 98.3% 87% 

We are delighted to see that the attendance in KS1 is looking fantastic - all of these classes had 

attendance above the government expected 96% - well done, keep it up! 

Unfortunately, there are a couple of classes that just missed having 100% attendance for last week, due 

to unauthorised absence – please take note that if you are keeping your child home and do not inform 

the school of the reason for the absence, this absence will automatically be marked as unauthorised on 

your child’s record. If you report your child unwell and the school requests medical evidence and do not 

receive it, then this absence may also be unauthorised. And if your child arrives late after 9.20am (not 

following an appointment), then this late is marked as unauthorised and will affect your child’s 

percentage attendance on their record. 

Parents of a child with unauthorised absences of more than 15 sessions (7.5 days) in the current and/or 

previous term may get a Penalty Notice Fine from County – this equates to £60 per parent, per child. 

So, let’s pull together and get our children to school every day – they need to be in school to learn!  

Athletics Wins! 

On Wednesday, teams from Year 4 and Year 6 went to an athletics competition held at Yavneh College. 

They took part in running, jumping and throwing activities. Our Year 4 mixed team won their event! The 

Y6 team was broken into boys and girls. The boys came 4th and the girls came 2nd, giving the team an 

overall grade of 2nd place! The Y6 girls’ team have been invited to the next round and we look forward 

to hearing how well they get on next month. Thank you to Miss McNamara, Mr Schumann, Miss McIlree, 

Miss Bowles, Miss Wheeler, Miss Watkins and Ms Patel for supervising the children at this event. 

Class Assemblies 

This week, Class 5 Southgate shared their learning with parents during their class assembly on Wednesday. 

Please see the dates for all class assemblies in the calendar below. 

NSPCC 

Thank you for all your donations last Friday that are going towards the NSPCC – we are delighted to 

announce that we raised over £150 for this worthy cause!  



Packed Lunches  

We have been noticing an increasing number of children bringing in a packed lunch from home with 

insufficient or unhealthy food. We are a Healthy Eating school, and children should be bringing in 

something substantial to eat, such as a sandwich or wrap, pasta or rice, as well as some fruit/veg/salad 

items, and something to drink. The occasional biscuit is acceptable, but please note that we are a NUT 

FREE school due to allergies – this includes chocolate spreads containing nuts (and most chocolate 

spreads do contain nuts), chocolate-filled pancakes and some biscuits with fillings. 

For some ideas on healthy eating for fussy eaters, please see this link on our website: beezee-bodies-how-to-

get-my-child-to-eat-healthier-dec-23.pdf (primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com) 

 

World Mental Health Day – and Children’s Mental Health Week 

For World Mental Health Day, we asked children, parents and staff to tell us what sparks joy 

for you, and this is the note for this week – “singing”. 

It has been lovely seeing what the children are wearing today in order to show that 

they feel empowered, on this last day of Children’s Mental Health Week! Thank you 

again for all the lovely donations of Digestives and Rich Tea biscuits – and as lovely 

as the chocolate biscuits are, we are not able to use these during Nurture Time for 

the children, so please do only bring in plain Digestive (or Rich Tea) biscuits. Thank 

you again for your generosity.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Sarah Kneller  

Headteacher 

 

 

  

Interesting fact:  16% of a child’s 

average food intake is made up of 

baked beans and pizza, according 

a study of the UK’s eating habits.  

https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/summerswood-primary-school/UploadedDocument/79b95577-39f1-4535-b9db-dcd660e7d271/beezee-bodies-how-to-get-my-child-to-eat-healthier-dec-23.pdf
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/summerswood-primary-school/UploadedDocument/79b95577-39f1-4535-b9db-dcd660e7d271/beezee-bodies-how-to-get-my-child-to-eat-healthier-dec-23.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 14h February 9-10am: Coffee Morning – ALL parents/ carers welcome to pop in 

Friday 16th February School finishes at normal times for Half Term  

Monday 19th February – 

Friday 23rd February 

HALF TERM 

Monday 26th February Start of Spring Term 2 

Wednesday 28th February 9am: 4Q class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Wednesday 6th March  9am: 4T class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Wednesday 13th March 9-10am: Coffee Morning – ALL parents/ carers welcome to pop in 

Wednesday 20th March 9am: 3R class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Tuesday 26th March Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Wednesday 27th March Last day of Term - school finishes at 1.30pm 

Thursday 28th March INSET DAY – no children in school 

Monday 15th April Start of Summer Term 1 

Tuesday 30th April 3.30pm: Y6 PGL parent information meeting – in 6Malala class 

Wednesday 1st May 9am: 3W class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Monday 6th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Wednesday 22nd May 9am: 2A class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Thursday 23rd May School finishes at normal times for Half Term 

Friday 24th May INSET Day – no children in school 

Monday 27th May –  

Friday 31st May 
HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd June Start of Summer Term 2 

Wednesday 12th June - 

Friday 14th June 

Y6 PGL residential trip 

Wednesday 12th June 9am: 2J class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Wednesday 19th June 9am: 1A & 1D class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Wednesday 26th June 9am: Y6 PGL assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Wednesday 3rd July 9am: RP class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Friday 5th July #WOODFEST 2024 

Wednesday 10th July 9am: RR class assembly – all parents/ carers welcome 

Monday 22nd July Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Tuesday 23rd July Last day of Term - school finishes at 1.30pm 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



Help us make Hertsmere’s streets safer for everyone 
 

 

 

Help Hertfordshire County Council improve walking and cycling routes to schools 

Hertsmere Borough Council and Hertfordshire County Council are starting a joint project to make 

it easier, safer and more enjoyable to walk, wheel and cycle in Hertsmere so that more people 

can choose to make their everyday journeys in an active and sustainable way. 

The project will identify important local routes for people walking, using a wheelchair or riding a 

bike to go to work, go to school or carry out other everyday trips. When we have identified these 

important routes, we will use the latest guidance to suggest ways to improve them and make 

them safer. 

Having a walking and cycling plan for Hertsmere will also help us to find improvements that will 

reduce carbon emissions, lower air pollution levels, and support the local economy. 

We would like to hear from local parents and pupils to find out where you would like to walk and 

cycle and how we can make it easier. 

Sign up to register your interest in being involved by scanning the QR code or going to 

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/HertsmereLCWIP 

 

 

https://hertsmere-lcwip-hertscc.hub.arcgis.com/?utm_source=Emails&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=HertsmereLCWIP

