
 

 
Friday 15th December 2023 

Dear Families,  

Christmas Shows 

This week has been full of Christmas and Chanukah celebrations! Nursery and Reception classes did 

wonderful sing-alongs for their families. It was wonderful to see the confidence the children showed when 

performing for everyone to see!  

Our Year 1 and Year 2 children put on many 

wonderful performances of ‘Lights, Camel, 

Action’! Their version of the nativity included 

some great songs – including my favourite: Funky 

Camels! Well done to everyone for learning their 

lines and speaking so loudly for us all to hear.  

Years 4, 5 and 6 out on a wonderful 

performance at All Saint’s Church on Shenley 

Road, Borehamwood. This is something we used 

to do each year before Covid came along and 

made things very difficult. It was wondeful 

seeing the church full of family, friends and 

members of the local community. The theme of 

the Carol Concert was ‘Peace’ and we sang 

many songs together – it really has put us in the 

Christmas Spirit! 

Chanukah Assembly 

This week we also welcomed Rabba Miriam to share the story of Chanukah with our community. Rabba 

Miriam told the story about the miracle of oil lasting for 8 

days and how candles can pass light from one to 

another making bigger and brighter light. The children 

then got to play the game dreidel – please ask your 

children about this lovely assembly. We’re so grateful 

that Rabba Miriam was able to spend some time in our 

school. Her congregation use our school for services 

during weekends across the year and it was lovely to 

welcome Kehillat Nashira’s leader into our school 

community.  



Attendance – for week ending 8th December 

RPeterPan RRosen 1Anning 1Donaldson 2Attenborough 2Johnson 3Rashford 

90% 90.4% 97.7% 84.4% 95% 97.7% 91.8% 

 

3Wicks 4Queen 4Thunberg 5Boseman 5Southgate 6Malala 6Obama 

85.6% 96.3% 91.1% 91.7% 91% 100% 90.4% 

Well done to 6M with 100% attendance last week – children in 6M may come to school on Monday in 

non-uniform! AND this also concludes the Muffin Madness Challenge for this term – this term, we had 3 

classes that were in line to win with the most number of weeks of 100% attendance for the whole class; 

however, just last week, 6M tipped the scales and we are delighted announce that 6M are now the 

winners of the Muffin Madness challenge, with 4 weeks of 100% attendance! Well done, 6M – you will be 

eating muffins in class on Monday! Well done to 5B and 1D who were close behind them with 3 weeks 

each – and rest assured, we will be continuing the Muffin Madness Challenge next term…  

Christmas Meals 

We had two days of amazing Christmas meals this week! Head Cook, Mrs Sullivan, 

and her team produced amazing meals for hundreds of us this week! Turkey, 

Vegetable Wellington, delicious vegetables and crispy potatos made us all smile! 

It was lovely being able to wear our Christmas Jumpers as well. Thank you to our 

kitchen team for the great meal, and to the school staff for serving food so 

everyone could enjoy their meals. 

Thank you to our parents for supporting all this week’s activities. It’s been so busy 

but our staff team have been wonderful at making sure the children have great 

activities to remember. Thank you to staff who have arranged the songs, the shows, 

the sound, the costumes - and oodles of positivity!  

Lost Property 

We have a large amount of lost property in the grey bins outside the main doors of the KS2 building – 

please would you have a look through it all and reclaim your child’s lost items. ALL items of belongings, 

including coats, gloves, shoes, water bottles and lunch bags, should be labelled clearly with your child’s 

name – check them often as we are aware that names may fade during washing. Please note that we 

are unable to send out messages about lost property if items are not labelled. 

World Mental Health Day 

For World Mental Health Day, we asked children, parents and staff to tell us what 

sparks joy for you, and this is the note for this week – “rainbows and animals especially 

cats”. 

End of the calendar year 

We need to say Goodbye to Miss James, our Year 1 teacher, who is leaving Summerswood to start in a 

new school in January. We wish her all the best in her new school and thank her for her time and support 

for the children she has worked with at Summerswood. Thanks, Miss James! 

This will be our final newsletter before the Christmas break – please remember that Nursery’s final day of 

school is Monday 18th December and the rest of the school finish on Tuesday 19th December at 1.30pm. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish all of our families a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I hope 

you all have a positive and happy break, and I look forward to seeing smiling happy faces back in school 

on Thursday 4th January 2024. 

Kind regards, 

 

Sarah Kneller  

Headteacher 

Interesting fact: Over 210,000 

people are employed in the coffee 

industry in the UK.  



 

 

 

 

 

Monday 18th December Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Tuesday 19th December Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 20th December INSET Day – no children in school 

Thursday 4th January 2024 Start of Spring Term 1 

Wednesday 17th January 9-10am: Coffee Morning – ALL parents/ carers welcome to pop in 

Wednesday 14h February 9-10am: Coffee Morning – ALL parents/ carers welcome to pop in 

Friday 16th February School finishes at normal times for Half Term  

Monday 19th February – 

Friday 23rd February 

HALF TERM 

Monday 26th February Start of Spring Term 2 

Wednesday 13th March 9-10am: Coffee Morning – ALL parents/ carers welcome to pop in 

Tuesday 26th March Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Wednesday 27th March Last day of Term - school finishes at 1.30pm 

Thursday 28th March INSET DAY – no children in school 

Monday 15th April Start of Summer Term 1 

Monday 6th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Thursday 23rd May School finishes at normal times for Half Term 

Friday 24th May INSET Day – no children in school 

Monday 27th May –  

Friday 31st May 
HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd June Start of Summer Term 2 

Friday 5th July #WOODFEST 2024 

Monday 22nd July Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Tuesday 23rd July Last day of Term - school finishes at 1.30pm 

 

 

 

  



 

 



 



 



 

 



 


