
 

 

Friday 8th September 2023 

Dear Families,  

Welcome back to the Autumn Term. We’ve loved 

seeing the children back in school in their smart 

uniform, showing us they are ready for learning! We 

are making sure that we have everything in place 

early in the school year so the children are 100% 

ready for learning – smart uniform, smart PE kit. If your 

child is not wearing the right uniform or if they have 

jewellery on, you may receive a letter telling you 

what needs to be changed. If you have any 

financial difficulty purchasing items for school, we do 

have some local charities who you are able to 

contact yourselves or with support from the school: 

Gratitude and Sebby’s Corner have both supported 

families with uniform this summer – please do contact them directly for any support. 

Please remind your children that they are not to be on the school equipment before or after school hours 

(between 8.30am and 8.50, and 3pm until 3.30pm) or on the field. Any accidents or incidents that happen 

during this time will be the responsibility of the parent. We do not allow for any balls or games to be played 

during these times either. Children must be encouraged to enter the school site at 8.40am when the 

classroom doors open. Thank you for your support.  

We hope Years 1 to 6 enjoyed the brief ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings we held this week. If you have any 

questions or were unable to make the meeting, please remember you can use your child’s class email 

address to contact the class team. These addresses are  

‘NAME OF CHILD’S CLASS’@summerswood.herts.sch.uk e.g. obama@summerswood.herts.sch.uk, 

donaldson@summerswood.herts.sch.uk, etc. 

Mrs Norman and Mr Goldney do a lot of work over the summer making sure the school is clean, tidy and 

ready for learning. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for their time and care for our school! 

RAAC – Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete 

You may well have seen in the news that some schools have been affected by the presence of RAAC in 

their buildings. RAAC, or Reinforced Autoclaved Aerated Concrete, is a lightweight form of concrete, 

which was used in the past in schools and other building construction.  After some time and in some 

circumstances this concrete can collapse. 

I wanted let you know that one building on our school site was constructed within the period of 1959 and 

1989, which is when RAAC was most used - it has already been surveyed by building surveyors appointed 

by the County Council and no RAAC was found.  However, the Department for Education (DfE) has 

recently changed its guidance to education settings on the management of RAAC to take a more 

precautionary approach, increasing the age bracket from 1950 to 1995.  Therefore, to guard against any 

possibility, however remote, that RAAC was used in any part of the school within those new dates, the 

County Council is arranging to have additional reassurance checks carried out in the near future. We 

have no reason to believe RAAC was used in this school, but nonetheless a survey is taking place to 

confirm this. We have not been contacted about when this survey will take place, but when we have 

any further information, we will share this with you.  

 

Attendance 

Mrs Firby and I had some excellent meetings with families this week to discuss attendance and how we 

can make sure that we are supporting children to be in school as much as possible. If you have any 

questions or worries about attendance, please do call or email to speak to us 

(attendance@summerswood.herts.sch.uk). We don’t want any friendship worries to be the reason 

children miss out on school. Good relationships and communication is important and we are eager to 

build on these across the year. 

mailto:obama@summerswood.herts.sch.uk
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Tissues  

We’d be very grateful for any donations of tissue boxes so classrooms can have access to them across 

the year. We’re just running out of the generous donations you made last year. Please bring any boxes 

of tissues to your child’s class and Mrs Norman will keep them safe until they are needed. Many thanks! 

School Meals 

Please be reminded that all school meals must be paid for in advance, unless your child is eligible for free 

school meals. From Year 3, school meals cost £3.15 per day (£15.75 per week) and payments must be 

made on the School Gateway – you can pay a lump sum in advance and then top up, or just pay the 

weekly amount. Please note that if you pay for a week’s worth of meals, they do not have to be eaten 

all in that week – money will sit in credit on your child’s account until they next have a school meal. 

Kind regards, 

 

Sarah Kneller  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Monday 11th September We welcome Nursery and Reception children to school this week 

Friday 20th October School finishes at normal times for Half Term 

Monday 23rd October –   

Friday 27th October 

HALF TERM 

Monday 30th October  INSET Day – no children in school 

Tuesday 31st October Start of Autumn 2 

Friday 1st December OCCASIONAL DAY – no children in school 

Monday 18th December Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Tuesday 19th December Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm 

Wednesday 20th December INSET Day – no children in school 

Thursday 4th January 2024 Start of Spring Term 1 

Friday 16th February School finishes at normal times for Half Term  

Monday 19th February – 

Friday 23rd February 

HALF TERM 

Monday 26th February Start of Spring Term 2 

Tuesday 26th March Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Wednesday 27th March Last day of Term - school finishes at 1.30pm 

Thursday 28th March INSET DAY – no children in school 

Monday 15th April Start of Summer Term 1 

Monday 6th May BANK HOLIDAY 

Thursday 23rd May School finishes at normal times for Half Term 

Friday 24th May INSSET Day – no children in school 

Monday 27th May –  

Friday 31st May 
HALF TERM 

Monday 3rd June Start of Summer Term 2 

Friday 5th July #WOODFEST 2024 

Monday 22nd July Last day of term - for Nursery Children only 

Tuesday 23rd July Last day of Term - school finishes at 1.30pm 



 

  



 

  



 



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


